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and the decision of social issues is bound to affect the future influence of competing national civilisations. Where the local class-character of the national antagonism is evident, this is a mere truism.- But even where such a connection is provided only very indirectly by the sympathies which the competing national civilisations enjoy among the leading Great Powers, the dependence of national developments on social decisions, perhaps in another corner of the world, can hardly be denied. The downfall of the Front Populaire in France was certainly one of the decisive factors which brought about the destruction of the Czechoslovak republic, and sectional antagonisms within the U.S.A. arc not without influence on the attitude of that country in Polish-Ukrainian disputes. As national x allegiance is one of the great motive forces of our time., a given socio-political programme may command the support even of those nationalists who are not personally interested in the social issues. A Polish worker from Lvov may for national reasons be in favour of a solution of the Western Ukrainian problem that, socially, ought to be classed as landlord-rule ; while a Czech capitalist representative, after Munich, was in favour of the U.S.S.R. as " our only ally that has not betrayed us ",2 National ideologies are certainly not the only ones which compete with social. Conceptions of social Justice may be subordinated, say, to religious conceptions of Morals.3 In all these cases attitudes not directly 4 of a social character would determine the decision of some, or even many, individuals, and thus refute a primitive interpretation of Marxism as " economic materialism ".5 But this would not eliminate the essentially socio-economic foundations and the importance of the alternatives between which these individuals had to decide.
The essentially socio-economic character of any federation is based not only on the fact that people who share the same social outlook and have a similar approach to fundamental problems are more likely than others to agree amongst themselves, and eventually to honour their mutual obligations, but even more on the impossibility of answering any concrete question as regards
I To be understood, in the East European sense, as referring to the cultural, ethnographical unit.
II  Speech of the right-wing Deputy Schwarz in the first post-Munich session of the purged Czech Parliament,    It was not allowed by the censorship to be published legally, but was circulated in illegal leaflets of the Right as well as of the Left.
11 See above, p. 268-
4 Indirect explanations by $ast social relations would still be possible. 6 See the Soviet discussions, reported by the  present writer, in Zjdtschrift fiir Sozialforschung (Paris-New York), Vol. 1938, No. I.